ANTAS Meeting – 23rd October 2004

Workshop on Concerns of Member Societies

1. The purpose of this workshop is not to consider the concerns of individual member societies on specific local matters, but to address the processes all member societies need to be involved in if the amenity society movement is to remain effective in future. This is an opportunity to build on the experience of other member societies and elsewhere, and to develop new ideas. We hope to publish the results in the next Newsletter.

2. Provisional list of topics for working groups:

All attending the meeting will be allocated to working groups to discuss pre-selected topics and to report back to the main meeting. Where possible, members from the same Society will be allocated to different working groups. The following is a provisional list of the topics to be discussed; please indicate your order of preference and return this form to the Hon. Secretary by 18th October. An electronic version will be circulated to make the return easier.

	Topic Number
	Topic
	Order of preference

	1
	How best to work with the local planning authority?

How user friendly is your local council? Getting to know your local councillors and council officers
	

	2
	Strategies for fighting campaigns and for making ourselves heard
	

	3
	How can we attract new young members and others in order to be seen to represent a balanced cross-section of local residents and interests?
	

	4
	If larger issues, such as national housing policy and airport expansion are best handled by the Civic Trust through the regional associations, how can we help them by contributing to the process?   
	

	5
	Regional Assemblies – friend or foe?

How can we work with them? How do we make our members more aware of the importance of them? 
	


3. Alternative topics:

You might think that there are more important or relevant topics that should be discussed. If so, please list these alternative topics below so that they might be considered in the final selection.
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