Report of the Marlow Society to ANTAS  at its meeting held on Sat. 24th April.

                                   at the Fitzwilliam Centre, Beaconsfield.

The Marlow Society has had a good year in respect of increased membership and involvement and consultation with regard to important issues in Marlow. The Society has played a leading role in supporting planning applications for development seen as in keeping with the town`s environment and character  and securing refusals for those which did not and in the maintenance and protection of our listed buildings and structures.

Most importantly the Society has been deeply involved in consultations with the John Lewis Partnership and the Wycombe District Council  and other town organisations concerning the provision of a larger Waitrose food store and the residential development of a large area of our town centre which is also owned by the Partnership. Questions of  store size, precise location , traffic generation commercial and social impact are among the many issues still being  endlessly discussed. Within this process the Society has sought the views of its members with a mailing of some 450  households with questionnaires which received a high response. The building of a new large Waitrose food store, about twice as large as the existing store in the town and the development of the other town centre site in the ownership of John Lewis will set the pattern of our town for the foreseeable future.

The Society`s other main preoccupations have been with the development of the new Community Plan the precursor of District Development Framework and trying to ensure that Marlow`s special character is recognised within these new planning mechanisms and not subsumed within district wide policies not appropriate to our town. We are also trying to complete a ` Country Town Health Check` promoted by the Countyside Agency, which identifies special projects or needs of a town and allows us to make a bid for certain funding, the extent of which we have not yet identified or quantified.

The experience of these matters and any advice from other Societies would be welcome.

                                            ___________________________

