REPORT TO ANTAS FROM THE HIGH WYCOMBE SOCIETY

Much of our time over the past few months has been spent on Wycombe District Council’s consultation on the Local Development Framework, which Tony Fooks has already spoken about.

Liaison with our Affiliated Groups

The High Wycombe Society recently held a forum for its affiliated groups, which are mainly Residents’ Associations.  The reasons for holding the meeting were two fold; we wanted to discuss the recently launched consultations on the Local Development Framework, so that opinions from the groups could be represented by the High Wycombe Society, during discussions with Wycombe District Council.  We also wanted to get some feedback from the groups on other issues that they felt the High Wycombe Society could help them with, and also to identify any issues that they felt the Society was not addressing.

The exercise proved quite difficult.  The meeting was called by means of a letter addressed to each of the fifteen groups, explaining the purpose of the meeting and inviting them to add any items they wished to discuss to the agenda.  

Five clear weeks notice was given before the date of the meeting, and two responses came within days, one of which had items to add to the agenda.  However, this promising start did not continue, and ten days before the event, attempts were made to contact the groups by telephone.  Two groups said they definitely would not be attending, others were non-committal or telephone messages were left for them.  Five groups attended the meeting, one group that had said they would attend did not appear, and one group that had made no response turned up on the night.

The agenda items were discussed, and then the Society asked the groups for feedback on the meeting.  Four felt that the meeting was worthwhile, with one group feeling that none of the items discussed was relevant to them, as they were interested in one specific area of conservation.

A number of points of interest came from this meeting.

1.  Getting group meetings off the ground is hard work.  Hopefully, if the effort is continued attendance will become more regular.

2.  It is important to get across the value of “networking”.  The groups appeared to be quite insular – for instance the conservation group did not consider the potential value of making allies of the other local groups, because they were not connected with its interests, even though such alliances might be invaluable in terms of support if a threat to the area suddenly appeared.  It is a lot easier to ask people who are already familiar with your work for help than it is to go “cold calling”.

3.  The groups seemed to find it hard to see how events taking place in the present could affect them in the future.  I.e. it seemed that it was not obvious to groups from areas lying just outside High Wycombe town centre, that events affecting the town might have a “knock on” effect on them, too.

The Society will continue with its forum development efforts, but it is hard work in more ways than one.
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