ANTAS Meeting 24 April 2004  - Hitchin Society Report
Over the last three years the District Council has been developing proposals for a Town Centre Strategy for Hitchin, including highly controversial plans for the redevelopment of Churchgate, a failed 1960's shopping precinct at the very centre of Hitchin.  After two rounds of public consultation, during which the Council has effectively ignored the clearly expressed views of local people, there is considerable reluctance to embark on a further round of time-consuming "stakeholder group" meetings without major changes to the process.

The Hitchin Society, in conjunction with two other local community groups, believes instead that the way forward is to encourage local Hitchin Councillors to assert leadership and ownership over the process.  The community groups jointly hosted a meeting with Councillors at the start of this year when much common ground was established, and this has led to a continuing dialogue that was previously absent.  This is now being taken forward, with the three community groups working on a joint input to the Hitchin Councillors on a Town Centre Strategy, which it is believed will contribute to the economic vitality of Hitchin while protecting and enhancing the character of the town.

If successful, this will enable a Town Centre Strategy to be progressed which is more likely to be generally supported, and which can then serve as guidance for a number of development projects including the much-needed redevelopment of Churchgate.

West of Stevenage

The Public Inquiry into planning applications for either 3,600 or 5,000 dwellings west of the A1(M) started in January, and is continuing with closing submissions scheduled for 21 May.  The Inspector will report to the Deputy Prime Minister, with a decision expected later this year.  Meanwhile, plans are emerging for major new housing proposals on Green Belt land to the west of Hitchin.
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