The Beaconsfield Society

Report for ANTAS Meeting, 24th April 2004

The Beaconsfield Society has surveyed member opinion on the planning issues that the Town faces using a two-page questionnaire.  There was a very healthy response with 60% questionnaires returned.  Over 70% of respondents provided written comments on the questions and where several people made similar comments these were summarised.

An overwhelming majority opposes development on Green Belt land. New house building, especially affordable and key worker housing, but not flats, was supported.  These new homes should be built on spare pockets of land and should be practical houses not “gated mansions”.  However, respondents recognised that there is a need to provide flats close to the town centre to allow older residents to “downsize” and stay in the town.  A large majority supports construction of a north – south bypass / diversion to ease traffic congestion, but the future of the Ministry of Defence site on the edge of the town (Wilton Park) is crucial.

These findings are being used to guide the society’s responses to planning applications and to the many local authority consultations such as Local Development Documents and the Bucks County Council Transport study.

The Society is pleased that the Central Railway scheme to build a freight line from Northern England to France that would have cut through Bucks has crashed into the buffers because of lack of Government support.  We look forward to a similar outcome to the application for a Motorway Service Area at Junction 2 of the M40.

