ANTAS meeting 24 April 2004 – Report from the Aylesbury Society

The Society failed in its bid to get the former Nestle factory listed by English Heritage. Consequently the developers came up with a hideous scheme for 260 flats. After a campaign by the Society the District Council Development Control sub committee threw it out. A local tame councillor heard a planner say  ‘what we would really like is for a developer to recycle and refurbish the existing buildings’  which is want we proposed in the first place.

We appear to have a good relationship with the Town Council at the moment. They are taking on board some of our ideas. For instance they are asking the District Council to come up with a design statement particularly at the ‘gateways’ to the town where new developments are taking place. We came up with that idea 15 years ago. We believe that councillors like the kudos of thinking up an idea. If we can plant the germ of an idea in their heads then we have done a good job. The town council has helped us with our plaques project and is now thinking of taking on Heritage Open Days next year.

At our AGM last Thursday our guest speaker was Ben Bergonzi Head of Programmes at the Civic Trust. We have not had a speaker from the Civic Trust for nearly 30 years and he enlightened members as to the role of the trust and its plans. We would recommend Ben as a good speaker for other Societies. At our AGM Peter Worrell retired as Chairman after 21 years in the job. Our new Chairman is Keith Robinson. The Society presented Peter with many gifts in recognition of his outstanding service.  

Roger King

