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1st October 2010

Dear ANTAS Members,

As I stand down from my two years as chairman, it has been very clear to me how much all our member societies owe to our other committee members and we need more volunteers for the ANTAS committee now. 

I hope you will agree this committee makes ANTAS the organisation it is; being a centre of information and good practice for all of us as our individual member societies. In my own society we value our membership of ANTAS above all other affiliations.  So, our committee needs more volunteers now to share the work which is not very exacting, as we have been very reliant on the same individuals Andrew Sangster, Alastair Maclean, Chris Woodman, John Davies, Merrin Molesworth and Tony Fooks for a very long time now and they deserve additional support.

I would also recommend that societies should put forward candidates specifically for the role of chairman on perhaps a two year basis with a successor always identified. We are very lucky that having done my two years Tony Fooks has agreed to do it again for a year or so, subject to your approval, but we should be getting more of you involved.

We have a number of key issues for all or most of us on the table now; the future planning and economic development regime of the coalition government for our sub regions and HS2 to name but two. These need the application of your insightful and experienced minds which are always in evidence at our meetings.

ANTAS is, as we agree, a wonderful organisation but it will not always stay that way without your involvement as well as your support.  So you know your duty, “YOUR COMMITTEE NEEDS YOU.” 

I am sure you will not disappoint them. Please let us know who is volunteering for these satisfying roles.

Many thanks to you and our existing committee and all best wishes,
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Martin Brooks 

Outgoing Chairman
ANTAS is part of the Civic Societies Movement
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