Chairman’s Report.
Since our last AGM in October 2010 ANTAS members I believe have gone through a period of time when many have experienced changing circumstances, both in their officers and the ever changing scene of government proposals for planning in one form or another.

The Open Meeting held in Chesham gave you all an opportunity to discuss the future of ANTAS and its make up as well as some ideas for an agenda in the forthcoming meetings. The message to the committee was loud and clear that you wanted more time to discuss local issues affecting your societies and gain experience from others.
Since the last meeting the Committee has affiliated ANTAS to Civic Voice in order to act as an ‘umbrella’ for the small societies in the Association. But at the same time the Committee urges the larger member societies who have not yet joined Civic Voice to consider doing so. Civic Voice is doing what it was asked to do, to represent the views of Civic societies at government level.

I think you will all agree that such issues as the Localism Bill and the new National Planning Policy Framework have taken over a great deal of our time; more of this later.

Despite this some of the other events and issues that took up the time of our volunteers included:

· The Civic Voice conference at Reading, attended by a large number of you.

· Individual societies involved with ‘Save our High Streets’ as well as ‘Street Clutter’.

· Locations for landfill sites, incinerators and anaerobic digesters and associated infrastructure matters.
· Surface Water Management consultation exercises in some areas.  
· HS2 consultation meetings and a trip to HS1, Civic Day Workshops.
The Executive Committee has addressed the difficulty of finding candidates to chair the Association and will report the outcome to the AGM. A proposal for restarting the Newsletter will also be presented to the meeting.
There is a clear case that ANTAS should exist. I believe it should become more active within itself as well as responding to local and national issues.    I fully realise that this takes up time but I think we should all speculate what would happen if we did nothing. And would that be what we wish to leave for our children and their children to come?  We have to be proactive and to have greater contact with each other, an area which I would urge you all to consider.

I plan to speed the AGM through as I believe we need to give the maximum amount of time to the topic of the two talks. The new planning regime is important to us all and will influence how we act in the future in our own areas.   I strongly encourage you to participate in the debate following the talks and to raise as many questions as possible.

My thanks go to the members of the committee for their continued support and especially to those who are standing down this time.

